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The parishes and Anglican churches of the Washburn Valley and
Mid-Wharfe United Benefice are

All Saints Weston, St Helen Denton, St Michael and St Laurence Fewston,
St Andrew Blubberhouses, All Saints Farnley, St Oswald Leathley

www.fewstonwithblubberhouses.org.

The Revd Graham Shield, Vicar of the Washburn and Mid-Wharfe United Benefice,
The Rectory, Stainburn Lane, Leathley, Otley LS21 2LF
0113 203 7754 / leathleyrectory@btinternet.com
Day off: Friday
The Revd Michael Cleverley, Honorary Assistant Priest
01943 851234
The Revd Stewart Hartley
01943 464106

Denton: Mary Booth 01943 461281
Weston: Rosemary Row 01943 466726
Farnley: Richard Game 01943 464595
Fewston: Cheri Beaumont  01943 465977
Blubberhouses: Pat Anderson 01943 880284
Leathley: Terry Bramall CBE 01423 817666

John Charman, Norwood Hall Cottage, Norwood LS21 2RA 01943 466712
Julie Shield, contact details as for Revd G. Shield above
His Honour Harry Walker, Pond House, Askwith, LS21 2JN 01943 463196
Peter Wiggins, 32 Manley Road, Ben Rhydding, Ilkley LS29 8QP 01943 609599

Rachel Boggs 01943 467359 / rcb@rboggs.plus.com

Norwood & Timble Methodist Chapels are in the circuit of Wharfedale & Aireborough

Revd Lesley Taylor, Minister
6 Newall Hall Park, Otley LS21 2RD
01943 462308 / lesleytaylor221@gmail.com
Warden
Norwood Retreat Centre, Norwood, Otley LS21 2RA
01943 464458 ~ norwoodchapel@tiscali.co.uk

4  Church details



Hello,

My name is Brenda Greetham and I’d

like to introduce myself to those who

don’t yet know me as the new warden

at Norwood Chapel Day Retreat and

Conference Centre.  I’m saying ‘new’

whilst realising that I have actually

been here for almost 3 months now!

What can I tell you about myself?

Originally from Bradford, I moved into

the Wharfe Valley 35 years ago on

starting my training as a Mental Health

Nurse in Burley-in-Wharfedale.  I

remained in the area (mainly Otley)

until moving to Farnley 2½ years ago

and then coming to live in the

beautiful Washburn Valley at the be-

ginning of February.

Although I am no longer married, I am

the mother of 4 children, their ages

ranging from 30 (a son, Peter, living in

London) to my youngest Evie who is

15, with Olivia and Alexander in

between!  Evie lives here at Chapel

House with me but is often to be found

at nearby stables, being mad about

horses.

Prior to applying for the warden

position I found myself at a crossroads

in my working life, having been a nurse

in the NHS for many years but

gradually becoming disillusioned with

the job.  I had also harboured a desire

for some years to work within a

Christian setting and as I sought God’s

guidance I was led to apply for the

warden position - and here I am!

Throughout my life I have always

enjoyed being in a caring role and

therefore am looking towards

recruiting a team of volunteers who

might enjoy spending some time in the

garden, helping me.  Please do get in

touch if this appeals to you (I promise

you that tea and cakes will be in

plentiful supply!).

The Centre is used regularly through-

out the year (with the exception of the

winter months) by groups mainly from

churches, many of who have been

coming here year upon year.

There is however potential to develop

the use of the Centre further and

various ideas are currently being

explored, including making it more

available to the general public and to

the local community.  Many of us, I’m

sure, have felt the unexpected pleasure

of trying a church door and finding

Letter from Brenda Greetham  5



Farnley Church lambing service 3rd May at 9.30 am

We are now surrounded by the 2015 crop of lambs and to give thanks we are

holding a thanksgiving for lambing at our family service.  We invite all, young and

older, to bring a "toy" or model lamb if you have one, we may have a live one or

two as well, in our sheep pen outside the church….if they are not too big by then!

It will be interesting to see the range of lambs gathered that day!  Refreshments

afterwards.

that it opens.  There is an ever-

increasing number of walkers, cyclists

and cars passing by as the weather

gets warmer and it would be good to

be able to offer them a stopping place

where they can rest and ‘refuel’.
g

We are keen to gather the views of the

local community about how we could

use the Centre for their benefit and I

am in the process of organising a day

over the next 2 months where local

people can come and share some ideas

or just come and enjoy some

refreshments (watch out for a notice in

next month’s magazine ).

We hope in particular that the Centre

will increase its use as a venue for

individual retreats.  It has much to

offer those who need to escape from

the stresses and strains of life, and to

those who find themselves in difficult

and challenging circumstances as a

place of peace, refreshment and hope.

I would like, in closing, to extend my

gratitude for the fantastic welcome I

have received from people who had

previously been strangers and for the

many offers of help, advice and

support both from our chapel

congregation and from the wider

church within the valley.

Despite being on my own, physically,

in this role, I really value feeling part of

a team, in working alongside my

Methodist and ecumenical colleagues,

partners and friends and sharing the

same vision.

With every good wish,

Brenda.

6  Letter from Brenda and Farnley’s lambing service

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

mailto:anderson@delvesridge.plus.com
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Monthly Discussion Group
Wednesday 20 May

Fewston Parochial Hall
10.30 to 11.45 am

We're continuing to look at John's Gospel, where
we've reached Chapter 14

All are very welcome for friendly discussion as we
learn together

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Morning Prayers ~ 9.45am

Wednesday 13 May
Timble Chapel

Wednesday 27 May
St Helen Church, Denton

Everyone is welcome to drop in and start the day in prayer
with fellowship afterwards over coffee

Fewston Church
Sunday 10 May at 3pm

You are invited to a
SALVATION ARMY BAND CONCERT

COME AND JOIN US!
Enjoy the music, tea and cakes

Tickets £5 including light refreshments
Pat 01943 880284 anderson@delvesridge.plus.com

Cheri 01943 465977 and PCC members
Disabled access

many offers of help, advice and

support both from our chapel

mailto:anderson@delvesridge.plus.com


The St Wilfrid’s Lectures 2015
Rural Life and Living: Challenges and Opportunities

Ripon Cathedral, Minster Rd, Ripon HG4 1QS tel: 01765 603642
7.30pm

Free entry ~ All welcome
11 June  Does the Panel think...?  The Very Revd John Dobson, Dean of Ripon,
  chairs a panel discussion
17 Sept  Revd Canon Jeremy Martineau, OBE: Applying Industrial Mission

Theology in a remote rural context: lessons from the Celtic fringe
15 Oct   Poul Christensen, CBE: Young Farmers' Clubs - fighting back for Rural
  Communities

8  Church Life

Christian Aid meal ~Home made
soup and bread rolls
On Thursday 14 May
From 12noon - 2pm
At Norwood Chapel

All welcome

Community Lunch
At Washburn Heritage Centre

Wednesday 27 May
12.30pm

Booking essential ~ Pat 01943 880284 or Cheri 01943 465977
New friends most welcome

Fourth Wednesday of each month ~ 24 June & 22 July

Denton
4th April Wedding of Mark Pearson and Nicola Pinkney
11th April Wedding of Andrew James Chandler and Laura Clifford
18th April Wedding of Kristian Hamer and Sarah Ferretti

Fewston
26 March Funeral of John Wilson

Weston
17 April Funeral of Alma Moore

mailto:cheribeaumont@blubberhouses.net


Teddy Church and note from editor  9
On the Friday after Easter, Teddy Church gathered as usual for songs, story,
prayers, play and, of course, refreshments.  It was a lovely sunny morning and, as
you can see from our photograph, we all had fun.

If you would like to join us please do.  Our next session is on 22nd May at Fewston
Church and Centre.  Normally our morning is the 2nd Friday in every month – but
May is the exception this year!
Contact cheribeaumont@blubberhouses.net

Note from Editor,
Firstly, as a local resident, I would like to thank very much all who spent their
Saturday morning on 11 April picking up litter in Norwood, Timble and Fewston.
The deadline for submitting material for the June issue is Monday 18 May.
It costs £5 to have 12 copies of this magazine delivered to your door, and £12 to
have it posted.  Please contact Paul Howarth on 01943 465076 if you’d like to
arrange postal delivery.
Please contact Ann Johnson at ann@apmj.co.uk or on 01943 880000 if you’d like
to discuss advertising your business.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

mailto:cheribeaumont@blubberhouses.net


GOOD NEWS
“St Andrew’s Church,
Blubberhouses has successfully
secured a grant of £14800 from
the Government’s Listed Places
of Worship Roof Repair Fund to
address urgent roof repairs that
will ensure it is weathertight,
safe and open for use. It is one
of 502 grants from a total
funding package of £30million
that have been announced for
urgent roof repairs for places of worship across the UK by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer. The Fund is administered by the National Heritage Memorial Fund
(NHMF) on behalf of the Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS). More
details are available at www.lpowroof.org.uk.”

10  Church Life

A group from the united
churches in the Washburn
valley, and beyond, walked
from Stack Point car park,
along the reservoir side and up
the path to the Church on Palm
Sunday.  The day was cool and
damp, but that did not deter us
– least of all the donkeys
loaned and led by the Barker
family. The donkeys enjoyed

their second visit to the church in four months and behaved themselves
impeccably.  The walk was followed by a short service for Palm Sunday.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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NOW!! .... IN MAY

Adi and Loko know what it's like to

live life on the edge.  Living in

Ethiopia, just 25 miles away from each

other, they have never met.  And yet

their stories are cut from the same

cloth - girls born into traditional rural

communities that value boys; strug-

gling to provide for large families;

strong women.  "Hunger is difficult,

hunger makes you blind.  If you are

hungry you can't see.  Your legs can't

walk and your mind can't think."  Adi

knows.  Left with no cattle and just

one sheep when her husband died,

she and her eight children ate just

once a day - and very little even then.

No husband, no livestock, no status.

Then Christian Aid provided her with

a cow.  All change!  From a single cow

Adi got milk, churned butter, made a

little money - and found hope.

For now, gathering and selling wood

from miles away in the dangerous

bush - four times a week - is the only

way Loko can afford to give her

children even one small meal of

boiled maize each day.  She too knows

hunger at first hand.  "With a cow, I

could sell the milk and butter and save

up to start a small business... When

the children have milk to drink, they

are healthy."  Loko has a young teen-

age step-daughter, Dabo.  Dabo

dreams of becoming a teacher.

Despite their poverty, Loko is

determined that Dabo should stay at

school.  What sacrifice!

The cost of a cow?  £150.  This

Christian Aid Week, can we raise

enough money to give Loko and a

dozen or more women like her a life-

changing cow?  It's a practical and

very possible aim.

Christian Aid Week is 10-16 May this

year.  If you would be willing to help

with our house-to-house collection -

and have not done so before - please

give me a ring on (01943) 851234.

churches in the Washburn

their second visit to the church in four months and behaved themselves



































Norwood Social Hall
Dances 2015

8.00pm until midnight
Friday 15 May  Bon-Accords (Buffet Supper)
Friday 23 October  Alan's Band
Friday 20 November Bill Johnson
Friday 4 December "Dancing to Jim"

Tickets and Enquiries: (01943) 880604 or (01943) 880411

14  Norwood and Timble

TIMBLE COFFEE MORNING

WEDNESDAY 13 MAY

At the Robinson Library

10.30am to 12 noon

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MARTIN HOUSE BAKE SALE

A huge thank you to everyone who came to the Robinson Library

coffee morning last month, it was packed!  Your bun purchases and

donations raised a huge £130.60 for Martin House!

Thank you

Emma Dickinson & Zoe Dixon

Norwood Social Hall
All Age Domino Drive
Friday 1 May at 7pm

Adults £3.50, children £1.50
Includes  hot supper

Raffle
To help with catering ~Tickets available in advance:

Hazel 01943 880270 or Janet 01943 880411



EVENTS in ASKWITH, WESTON and DENTON
The Village Walk and Easter Egg Hunt held on Easter Monday in glorious weather
was exceptionally well attended.  The new format of meeting and finishing at the
Askwith Arms was a great success with the pub providing teas and hot cross
buns.  The warm weather also encouraged many to have something slightly more
thirst quenching from the bar.  Grateful thanks to all those who participated or
helped in any way to make it such an enjoyable event.  Many thanks to the staff
at the pub for providing a never ending supply of hot cross buns when they were
very busy with their other customers!

13 June  Askwith Show Stall
Saturday 27 &  Open Gardens, 2-6pm
Sunday 28 June We would be very grateful for gardeners in Weston,

Askwith and Denton to open their gardens for this week
 end.  Tea and stalls in Askwith Village Hall 2-6pm  If you
 would  like to  support this major fundraising event for
 our two churches, please contact Mary Booth on 461281

31 Aug   Fewston Teas?
12 Oct   Harvest Supper
21 Nov   Domino Supper

Askwith, Weston and Denton  15

ASKWITH SHOW
Saturday 13 June

Entry forms available
askwithshow@outlook.com

Saturday 9 May
Village refreshments at Askwith Village Hall

From 12 noon to 4pm.
Light lunches and afternoon teas will be available.

Stalls are available at £12
Please contact Mary on 461281 if interested

Please support this village event!



We welcomed Ros Lilley, a volunteer
with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, to our
April meeting.  The Trust was set up
over 65 years ago after Sir Frances
Terry and Arnold Rowntree, of the York
chocolate dynasties, successfully
purchased Askham Bog near York
when it was threatened by
development.  Initially the Yorkshire
Naturalists’ Trust it eventually became
the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust a few years
later and gained charitable status.  By
1966 membership had reached 1000
and by 1998 the Trust had formed 25
nature reserves across Yorkshire.  There
are now 95 reserves stretching from
Spurn Point in the east to
Ingleborough in the west and, with a
current membership of 36,000 and ris-
ing, it continues to flourish.  The Trust’s
aims are to protect, conserve and
record wildlife in Yorkshire and along
with a staff of 90 plus, they have an
army of volunteers who help out in all
sorts of ways.  Ros was a most
interesting speaker and whilst many of
us had heard of the Trust we didn’t
exactly know what they did but Ros’s
illustrated talk was both enlightening
and informative and it was a
thoroughly enjoyable evening.

Later this month our newly formed
walking group will meet and in early
May another new group for crafty
crafters will meet too.  May also sees
some of us take part in a section of the
Ripon Rowel centenary walk which will
be walked in stages over several days,
and we’ll also be visiting Kiplin Hall
near Richmond for ‘100 Shades of
Green’, our Federation craft exhibition
which has attracted entries from all
over the North Yorkshire West region
and should be a spectacular event.
We’ll be following that with a visit to
Thorp Perrow Arboretum on the way
back.

We’re very much looking forward to
our May 14th meeting as our speaker is
Maria Glot who’s an expert on the life
of Sir Titus Salt and the history of
Saltaire village, the World Heritage
Site.  Maria is a highly amusing and
entertaining speaker so it should be a
great night.

We meet on the second Thursday of
the month, 7.30pm, at Askwith Village
Hall and we welcome women as visitors
or potential members from around the
area.  Why not come along to a meet-
ing?  If you’d like more information call
Sue Appleyard on 01943 839292.

16  Askwith with Weston WI

mailto:centre@washburnvalley.org


Washburn Heritage Centre in May

Throughout May, the Centre and tea room continue to open every Saturday and
Sunday from 11am–4.30pm.

We are getting ready to begin our new theme entitled Seasons in the Washburn
Valley and we start by highlighting what is special about Summer in the
Washburn.  An exhibition and programme of Summer events will run from May
to August 2015.  A programme leaflet will be available in May and events can also
be viewed on the www.washburnvalley.org.
We’d particularly like to promote the following event:

Wednesday 20 May, 7.30 - 9.30pm
Enjoy an evening with acclaimed writer and poet James Nash sharing his
personal favourites.  Includes glass of wine and some nibbles.  £10 per person,
£8 Washburn Society members.

Advance booking and payment is required to secure a place for all events.
Contact Rachel on 01943 880794 or  centre@washburnvalley.org.

Washburn Heritage Centre, Vavasour Society & Young Farmers  17

Vavasour Society

Our final meeting of the season will be held on Wednesday 6 May at 7.30
in Askwith Village Hall when Malcolm Parsons will speak on ‘Mr Scott’s
new LGI’.  As usual everyone is very welcome (guests £4) and refreshments
will be served afterwards.

Farnley Estate Young Farmers
On Wednesday 18 March our older members were invited to the NFU quiz and
the younger ones went swimming to the Harrogate Hydro.  On Wednesday 25
March we had a fun night novelty judging at Leathley village hall and on
Wednesday 1 April we joined Knaresborough Young farmers on a treasure hunt
round Knaresborough, a vote of thanks was given to Knaresborough Young
farmers for having us.  We had our own Easter hunt on Wednesday 8 April at the
Liddle’s farm at Crag Lane and we thank Mr and Mrs Liddle for hosting this event.

mailto:centre@washburnvalley.org


18  Farnley Estate WI
In April we were entertained by Tanya
Umpelby who demonstrated a few
cooked treats and showed us many of
the kitchen items on sale in her shop
and tea room in Killinghall.  It was both
a fascinating and humorous evening.

We are holding an open meeting on
Wednesday 13 May at 7-30pm when
we will welcome Martin Walker who
has recently retired from Leeds City
Parks , and currently works in the York-
gate Garden in Adel.  He  was the
designer of the HESCO garden at
Chelsea in 2011 which won a gold
medal and featured canal lock gates, a
garden many of us will remember
seeing on television. Mr Walker started
as an apprentice gardener at Golden
Acre Park in 1972 and has worked on
all of the Leeds City Council entries to
Chelsea.  He will speak on a "Lifetime
of  Gardening".  We are moving the
venue for this meeting to Almsclffe
Village Hall and we will welcome our
WI members, their partners and
friends as well as anyone reading this
who would like to come (males  or
female!!!).There is a small charge of £5
for visitors which includes light re-
freshments.  Tickets are available in
advance from our president, Gillian
Lishman or pay at the door.

We will be holding our annual Teas on
the Green at Leathley Village Hall on

Spring Bank Holiday Monday May 25
when we welcome visitors for tea and
cakes.  Offers of help and baking are
very welcome.

Our meeting on 10 June will return to
Leathley Village Hall when Ann
Shadrake from The Yorkshire Dales
Society will be our guest speaker.

I'd like to give advance notice of two
future meetings.  On Wednesday July
8 we are to visit Nidderdale Museum
who are opening specially for us and
afterwards those members who wish
are going to have supper in Pateley
Bridge, (£15 for two courses).

On Wednesday November 25 we have
some tickets available for Gary
Barlow's premier of " The Girls" at The
Grand Theatre in Leeds.  The tickets are
for the 7.30pm performance in the
dress circle (£37.50 )and monies have
to be paid by the end of May.
If any one is interested in either of
these outings please contact me on the
telephone number below.

Again I invite any woman living locally
to come to one of our meetings.  You
will be made very welcome.  If you
would like transport or any other
information please don't hesitate to
ring either our president, Gillian Lish-
man, 01423 734275 or myself 01423
734543.



Leathley  19

A SUMMER BARBEQUE WITH SIXTIES MUSIC
Saturday 11 July

(Sixties dress optional!)
At Leathley Village Hall

From 7.30pm
A welcome drink and a delicious sizzling barbeque

In aid of Leathley Church
Tickets £12

Tel. 01943 462261 Martyn & Margaret Ainsley
In aid of Leathley Church

LEATHLEY BANK HOLIDAY TEAS
Monday 4 May
10 am - 5 pm

Stalls to include gifts, cards, bags, scarves and produce
Refreshments available all day in Leathley Village Hall

In aid of St Oswald’s Church

some tickets available for Gary

would like transport or any other



Nidderdale Society
18 May
AGM and Farming in Upper Nidderdale, with Andrew Hatten who is a first generation
hill/upland farmer at Middlesmoor.  The talk will start at 7.30 pm at Dacre and Hartwith
Village Hall.

26 May
Thruscross Blubberhouses.  4 miles.  Meet at Thruscross Dam Wall at 10.30am.
Pub Lunch for those who wish to come along.

20  Leathley, Nidderdale Society and Fashion Show

Last Friday Supper Club
Friday 29 May

Leathley Village Hall
£10 per head for a 2 course supper

Bring your own bottle, or we have decent wine to buy on the night
Booking essential

Please contact Paul Howarth 01943 465076 by the preceding Wednesday
All proceeds to the Leathley Village Hall Development Project

St Oswald Leathley PCC ~ Programme of events 2015
20 June  Buttercross Stall in Otley
11 July   Summer BBQ
2 August  Gift Day (No Teas)
31 August  Teas on the Green
11 October  Harvest Festival Faith Lunch
13,15 & 16. Dec Carol Singing

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Charity Fashion Show in aid of Cystic Fibrosis
Thursday 14 May @ 7pm

Darley Village Hall, Sheepcote Lane, Darley HG3 2RP
Clothes, jewellery and handbags by Harriet's

Tickets are only £8 which includes a glass of wine on entry and canapés.
Cash and cheques will be accepted on the night.

For tickets and any further information please contact
Anne: 07955255206 or Gemma: 07969376716

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Fewston Ladies

We meet at 7.30pm at Fewston Parochial Hall

For further information, ring Gillian Knox 880362, Margaret Ainsley 462261,
Mary Donovan 464507, Sheila Herbert 468741, Joan Knight 466789

or Shirley Dawson on 01423 770281

Tuesday 12 May Trip Kiplin Hall, Richmond

Tuesday 16 June Lady Randy – Pat Osborne

Tuesday 21 July Hooray for Hats! – Claire Spooner

Tuesday 18 August   Horticap to be entertained at Robinson Library

Tuesday 15 September Lies, Damned Lies & Registrations – Barbara Dixon

Tuesday 20 October Life Changing Trip – Mary Donovan

Tuesday 17 November Cartoons from Past to Present – Alex Purves

Tuesday 8 December Christmas Dinner – venue TBA
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HOG ROAST
Friday 12 June

6.30 pm onwards
Fewston Parochial Hall

Join in the fun & bring the family
Delicious 2 course meal and a  welcoming drink
Bar & great night guaranteed!
Tickets: Jane 880840; Gillian 880362; Yvonne
880225
 £7.50 adults; £5 children under 11

Teas and refreshments
Saturday 30 and Sunday 31 May

11am - 4.30pm
Fewston Parochial Hall

In aid of Harrogate Railway
Football



Friday 1 May  Domino drive at Norwood Social Hall
Saturday 2  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Sunday 3  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Monday 4  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Monday 4  Leathley Bank Holiday Teas
Every Tuesday  Weekly Bible Study (contact Peter Wiggins, see page 4)
Wednesday 6  Vavasour Society
Saturday 9  Askwith refreshments
Saturday 9  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Sunday 10  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Sunday 10  Salvation Army Band Concert at Fewston Church
Monday 11  Washburn Parish Council annual meeting
Tuesday 12  Fewston Ladies trip to Kiplin Hall
Wednesday 13  Morning prayer at Timble Chapel
Wednesday 13  Timble coffee morning
Wednesday 13  Farnley Estate WI
Thursday 14   Christian Aid lunch at Norwood Chapel
Thursday 14  Charity Fashion Show
Thursday 14  Askwith with Weston WI meeting
Friday 15  Bon-Accords at Norwood Social Hall
Saturday 16  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Sunday 17  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Wednesday 20  Monthly discussion group, Fewston Parochial Hall
Wednesday 20  An evening with James Nash at the Washburn Heritage Centre
Thursday 21  Mid Wharfedale Parish Council annual meeting
Friday 22  Teddy Church
Saturday 23  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Sunday 24  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Monday 25  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Wednesday 27  Morning prayer at St Helen Church, Denton
Wednesday 27  Community Lunch, Washburn Heritage Centre
Friday 29  Leathley Last Friday Supper Club
Saturday 30  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Saturday 30  Teas at Fewston Parochial Hall
Sunday 31  Washburn Heritage Centre & tea room open
Sunday 31  Teas at Fewston Parochial Hall

22  May’s diary


