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Washburn & Mid-Wharfe  
United Benefice 
Farnley, Fewston with 

Blubberhouses, Leathley and Weston 
with Denton. 

    

Priest-in-Charge   
Revd Teresa McLaughlin  
Tel: 01943 818113 
Email: 
Rev.McLaughlinT@outlook.com 
  

Honorary Assistant Clergy 
The Revd Barry Miller  
Tel: 01943 467641  
    
Revd Dr Terry Drummond 
01943 512208  Email.: 
terry.drummond@hotmail.com 
      

Licensed Lay Ministers  
John Charman,  - Tel: 01943 466712  
    

Fran Dale, email: 
fed.curlew@googlemail.com  
    

Paul McLaughlin, email 
pmc1617@gmail.com  
   

Fiona Schneider  
Email fisch108@aol.co.uk   
 

Churchwardens  
 

Blubberhouses & Fewston:                
Alison and John Bowers - Tel: 07752 
431886  
 

Denton & Weston 
Ann Chadwick - Tel: 07986 454 433. 
    

Farnley:  
Peter Goodwin  - Tel: 01943 969953  
    

Leathley:  
Terry Bramall CBE Tel: 07802 877799  
 & Liz Webster 01943 468376 

Methodist Ministers  
Rev Cameron Stirk 
thestirks@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Rev Tim Perkins 
Tel: 01943 864187 
or revtmp1971@gmail.com  
 

 Norwood Retreat Centre 
Norwood, Otley LS21 2RA,  
Tel: 0748 415 4032  
norwoodretreatcentre@gmail.com 
Methodist Chapels are in the circuit of 
Wharfedale & Aireborough                                                                
 

Websites:  
Saint Oswald's Church, Leathley 
www.leathleychurch.org   
 

All Saints Church, Farnley  
www.farnleyallsaints.org  
   

Fewston with Blubberhouses 
www.fewstonwithblubberhouses.org.uk  
    

All Saints  Church Weston 
www.westonchurch.wordpress.com 
    

Benefice web site 
https://washburnmidwharfebenefice.org.uk 
 

Norwood Retreat Centre 
www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk/
people-places/norwood-retreat-centre  
     

Benefice Administrator 
Anna Bowman 

admin@washburnmidwharfebenefice.org.uk 
Telephone: 07523 798338  

please note the role is part time so I will  reply to your 
email or return telephone calls as soon as I am able too.  

Usual work afternoon - Wednesday 
 

Front cover Image 
Cover image:   Molly the Donkey  
Credit:   Pat Anderson 
 

See pages 30 - 31 and 34 - 35 for the 
more photographs of the Christmas 
events. 

mailto:Rev.McLaughlinT@outlook.com
mailto:terry.drummond@hotmail.com
mailto:fed.curlew@googlemail.com
mailto:pmc1617@gmail.com
mailto:revtmp1971@gmail.com
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Village Church Services 
February 

11am  

(PMc)

  Please check on www.achurchnearyou.com  
for up to date information. 

 
 

1st February  The Forth Sunday of Epiphany  
9.30 am  Leathley          Morning Prayer (Common Worship) (PMc)  
9.30 am   Weston        Holy Communion  (Book of common Prayer) (TMc) 
11.00 am  Fewston  Morning Prayer (TMc) 
 

8th February   The Second Sunday before Lent  
11.15am Denton   Morning Prayer (FD)  
11.00am Fewston  Holy Communion (TMc) 
9.30am   Farnley   All Age Worship (PMc) 
 

15th February   The Sunday before Lent  
9.30 am  Weston                 Morning Prayer (Book of common Prayer) (TD) 
9.30 am  Leathley  Holy Communion  (TMc) 
     Followed by the PCC meeting 
11.00 am  Blubberhouses  Family Service  (JC) 
 

18th February   Ash Wednesday  
11am   Leathley   Holy Communion with Ashing 
 

22nd  February  The First Sunday of Lent  
9.30am   Farnley   Holy Communion Service (TMc) 
11.15am  Denton                   Holy Communion Service (TMc) 
 

1st March  The Second Sunday of Lent 
9.30 am  Leathley             Morning Prayer (Common Worship) (PMc)  
9.30 am   Weston           Holy Communion  (Book of common Prayer) (TMc) 
11.00 am  Fewston  Morning Prayer (TMc) 

 

Sunday 8 February 2.30pm   Rev. Annie Baker-Streevy – Reflective worship 
 
Sunday 22 February 2.30pm  Rev. Cameron Stirk – Holy Communion for Lent 

 

Do come along and join us! 

Services at Norwood Methodist Chapel 
February 
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The Vicar's Monthly Message 

 
 
 
 
This month we see the start of Lent on Wednesday February 18th and there 
is to be a service with “ashing” at St Oswalds at 11 am so that we can mark 
the beginning of Lent here in the Benefice. Not only is it important to    
worship together on Ash Wednesday but Lent is always a good time to 
take stock personally, and as a church community. This season encourages 
us to reflect on all God has done in our lives and how we might respond to 
that love, not only just as a parish but also as a Benefice in this beautiful 
Washburn Valley.  
 

During Lent, we will no doubt reflect on Jesus’s journey to Jerusalem, the 
Last Supper, the Crucifixion,   not only as a Lenten narrative but consider 
how it has impacted our own lives. There were days of pain and hardship 
but of course remember there was the Glorious Resurrection of Jesus to 
focus on. 
 

Lent will create for us an opportunity to take a fresh look at ourselves and 
our community, and also for us to be open to all that God wants to do in 
our lives.   
 

May we use this period to deepen our relationship with Jesus. 
Blessings Teresa           

 

From the Registers  
       Funeral 
 

      2nd January  At Fewston Mr Jeffrey Alan Hollings  
 

     15th January At Farnley  Mr Colin Ashby  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com
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News from Norwood Chapel 
Dear friends  
February may be a short month but it has a big message.  February certainly 
doesn’t lack character.  
 
For Christians, it’s a bit like a spiritual buffet where you get all those platters of 
different foods: love, pancakes, repentance, and hope - sometimes all in the 
same week! 
 

First comes Valentine’s Day, when hearts, flowers, and chocolates remind us 
that love is worth celebrating.   While the world focuses on romance (and the 
price of roses), Christians are invited to remember that love starts with God.  
 

As St Paul reminds us, love is patient, kind, and thankfully does not insist on  
eating the entire box of chocolates in one sitting! 
 

Try to express love daily – not just on Valentines Day – and love can be         
expressed not only to your beloved, but also to your enemies too! 
 

Then we flip the frying pan for Shrove Tuesday - a day traditionally about       
confession and preparation for Lent, but now widely known as Pancake Day. 
This is the one day of the year when it is perfectly acceptable to eat pancakes 
for   breakfast, lunch, and tea “for spiritual reasons.”  
 

It’s a joyful reminder that faith includes celebration as well as discipline.  I 
don’t know what your favourite pancake toppings are, but always looking for 
things to give thanks for as we begin Lent is a daily discipline that’s worth   
trying! 
 

The very next day, the mood shifts with Ash Wednesday, marking the          
beginning of Lent.  The ashes remind us of our humanity and our need for 
God’s grace.  It’s a quieter, more reflective moment - but one filled with hope,     
pointing us toward renewal and Easter joy. 
 

We are all flawed individuals – on Ash Wednesday it’s good to remind        
ourselves that we are far from perfect, but also that our lives will not last for 
ever, yet God’s love will. 
 

So, February matters.  
It teaches us that Christian life holds love and laughter, feasting and fasting, joy 
and reflection - sometimes all at once! 
 

And if that’s not realistic faith for real people, nothing is. 
 

God Bless you and your loved ones this coming month. 
Cameron 

 
Rev. Cameron Stirk (Norwood Methodist Church) 
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Jeffrey Alan Hollings. (Jeff ) 4th March 
1952 – 3rd December 2025. - aged 73 

years. 
 

A service of thanksgiving for the life 
of Jeff took place at Fewston Parish 
Church of St Michael and St           
Lawrence on Friday 2nd January 
2026 
 
Relatives, friends and neighbours      
gathered to remember Jeff who was 
known too so many. 
 
Jeff was born in Ilkley , then moved 
to Clifton Near Otley with his       
parents, Norman and Jean Hollings 
who then moved to Shaws Hall 
Farm, Snowden where Jeff also 
lived  up to his marriage in 1974. 
 
Always keen to work he started aged 
12 , growing and selling cabbages 
after a  local farmer did a joint      
venture with him ,allowing him the 
profit from any cabbages he could 
sell ,as long as Jeff helped him with 
the preparation of the land and the 
sowing of the plants. This was the 
start he needed and the profit helped 
him to buy some cattle.  A potato 
round followed as did selling logs.  
Plus with his siblings helping his  
father on his milk round – up at 4am 
with a bowl of porridge  and then to 
their   grandad’s house in Otley to 
get ready for school at 8am     
( Different times then !) 
 
At 17 years old he was put into the 
butchers shop on Brook Street,   Il-
kley , which his parents part owned. 
He made a great success of the shop 

and after his marriage managed to 
buy the shop from his parents and 
auntie.  He could never understand 
why the 2 sons of    Craven Calverts 
who collected the waste offal from 
the shop both had Porsche cars , 
whilst he was driving a van but    
selling the high quality meat.  He 
was determined to have a Porsche 
car like them before he was 30 , and 
achieved this at 29 years of age. 
 
Always looking for the next         
challenge , he then got premises and 
after working a day in the shop, 
started mixing a dog food, then     
progressed onto rabbit and hamster 
food. 
 
There was great excitement when the 
first tonne of Tyke dog food sold , 
and was listed in wholesalers around 
the UK.  But it wasn’t enough for the 
entrepreneurial Jeff and he went back 
to his shop experience and decided to 
dry pig ears as treats for dogs.  New   
premises were required and so the 
last plot of land on Snaygill            
Industrial Estate, Skipton was            
purchased and a building was    
erected to house the ever increasing 
sales.  The Hollings brand was born, 
and continued as a family             
business ,with wife Celia running the  
financial side , and daughter Emma 
the sales side, until it was sold in 
2020. 
 
Retirement meant Jeff could spend 
more time watching his son Charles 
in his motor racing career, spending 
time on the family boat in Mallorca, 
enjoying life at his home in  

Obituary 
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Snowdrop Festival  
Morning 

 

Come and enjoy the snowdrops at  
St Helen’s Denton 

 

Saturday 7th February 2026 
Refreshments from 10am – 12 noon 

All Very welcome 

Norwood, and his 6           
grandchildren. 
 
Sadly a very aggressive       
cancer was diagnosed in June 
2025,  but he was determined 
to     outlive the prognosis , 
which  he did for 6 months  
and he filled those months, 
with his many hobbies and   
his family. 
 
He will be greatly missed by  
his wife Celia, daughter       
Emma, son Charles and   
grandchildren Thomas,   
Ralph, Archie, Mirella, Sofia, 
and Raffaella.- but he  will 
never  be forgotten – a true 
gentleman, who always had a 
story to tell , with a  
smile on his face. 
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Community Notice Board  

 

Askwith L:adies Social  
 

 The social  evening is on the 2nd Thursday of the month,  
the next meeting is the  

 

12th Februaryat 7pm at  
The Penny Bun  

 

Contact Anne for more information - Tel: 07713884328  
Email: laeatham@gmail.com 

Denton Flower and  
Cleaning Rota  

February & March 
1st February                    Julie Crowther 
8th and 15th February    Ann Chadwick 
22nd  February and 1st March  
              Helen Cobley  
8th & 15th March        Karen Boothman 
22nd & 29th March                 Sue Wood 
5th & 12th March             Julie Crowther 

Weston Flower and Cleaning  
February & March 

 

1st & 8th February            Ruth & Tom 
                Raper 
15th & 22nd February Sally Stanley 
1st & 8th March                 Mrs H Pullan 
 15th & 22nd March        Mr & Mrs Senior 
29th March & 5th April      Mrs J Cowgill 

 

Fewston Parochial Hall  
 

Charity teas  
Teas, lunches and homemade cakes  

Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd 

February 
10.30am till 4.00pm. 

 

All proceeds to  Alzheimer’s Uk 

mailto:laeatham@gmail.com
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Community Notice Board  
Fewston Foxy Ladies  

Bee-Keeping. 
We’ll be learning all about the         

beekeeping year with Sarah Wood on 
Tuesday 17th February at 2pm!  Do 
buzz along and join us at Fewston  

Parochial Hall!  
 

Gillian a ring on 01943 880362; Sue 
07812 071636; Sheila 01943 468741;  

or Margaret 01423 806151   

T&T  
Dominoes 

Prize winning dominoes with tea and 
chat on Tuesday 3rd February at 2pm 

Norwood Social Hall.  
Come along and enjoy!  

 

It is only £2 per person. 
 If you want to hear more about T&T, 

give Gillian a ring on 880362 

I have always got time for T&T! 

Short Mat  
Carpet bowls    

 

-  
Bowling  

every Wednesday afternoon 
 at 2pm 

 Fewston Parochial Hall. 
Beginners and more experienced 

bowlers welcome.  
 

Just turn up  
or for more information  

phone Gillian on 07795464042 
 

It’s fun and very friendly!. 

 

Leathley Parish Council meeting 
Sunday 15th February 

 
Following the morning service 

All welcome 

Magazine Subscriptions 
 

For prices and the postal address 
please see page 38.   

 

For hand delivery please pay 
your delivery person 

 

For postal subscriptions please 
pay by BACS or Cheque 
 

By BACS: 
Account number 91487795 
Sort code  40 35 33 
Account name Washburn Valley 
and Mid-Wharfe Magazine 
 

By cheque to the Washburn     
Valley and Mid-Wharfe Magazine 
Please send to Ann Buxton who 
manages the postal magazines. 

 
Thank you  
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VALENTINE’S DAY 

14 February 2026 
 

JAZZLYRICAL 
Well loved songs from Gershwin, Cole Porter,  

Duke Ellington and more 
 

Fewston Parochial Hall, 2.00 pm 

Tickets with Tea and Cakes  £10.00 
 

Tickets Gillian 07795464042  
Pat 01943 880284 

 anderson@delvesridge.plus.com 

Leathley Parish Room  

Domino Drives 2026 – 7:00 pm 
Friday 27th February 

Friday 24th April 
Friday 5th June 
Friday 10th July 

Friday 28th August 
Friday 2nd October 

    Raffle and Cash Bar. Supper included: 
Pork Pie, mushy peas, tea or coffee - £5 
Pizza and drink - £2.50 
Vegetarians option available – please tell us when booking 

 

All welcome, whether a seasoned pro or never picked up a domino 
before, any age that can stay awake until about 9:30. Please let us 
know (using contact details below) by the evening of the Wednesday 
before so we can be sure to order enough pies 

 

Booking;  Booking Secretaries on 07802212111 
  or leathleyparishroom@btinternet.com 
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Norwood Social Hall 
 

Dominoes  
 

Friday 20thMarch  
 

Raffle & Pie and Pea supper 
7pm for a 7.15pm start. 

 

2026 Domino dates  for your diaries 
Friday 15th May  

Friday 18thSeptember  
Friday 16th October  

Friday 20th November  
Friday 11thDecember Christmas Dominoes 

 

Hope you can join us. 

 

HERITAGE BOYS 
60s evening 

Music, Supper and Dancing 
12

th
 June 2026 

7.00 for 7.30pm 
Norwood Social Hall 

 

Special ‘out of retirement’ 
 Heritage Boys for disabled access at 

Blubberhouses Church 
 

Tickets £20 Pat Anderson  
Tel 01943 880284  

anderson@delvesridge.plus.com 
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Advertise Here 
 

Our Advertisers not only help us to continue to  
produce the magazine but also  

support the Benefice’s 6 churches. 
 

See page 38 for our current rates 

 

Gardens in Askwith, Denton and Weston.  
Planning is now underway for this year’s this  year’s  

Open Gardens Weekend  
Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th June  

 

Do please consider opening your garden this year for a most             
enjoyable community event when we welcome folk to visit our    

beautiful villages and enjoy their gardens.  
 

For further details please contact Ann 07986 454 433  
Priscilla 07791 836 391 or Sally 07768 750 101 

mailto:anderson@delvesridge.plus.com
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BROOKROYD GARAGE 
SPECIALISTS IN SKODA 

 

Otley Road, Killinghall, Harrogate, HG3 2DN  Tel: 01423 561782 
 

www.brookroydgarage.co.uk  
    brookroydgarage@btconnect.com 

 

MOT & repairs to all makes and models 
Collection, delivery & courtesy cars available on request.   
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CASTLEY TREATMENTS 
 

Gillian Lishman CTHA S.A.C.DIP 
Foot health practitioner and reflexologist 

 
 

telephone 01423 734275 mobile07503153863  
email info@castleytreatments.co.uk. 

 

 

GRAHAM SWIFT 
ROOFING CONTRACTOR 

Established1984 
 

Bedlam Bridge Barn, Fewston, HG3 1SR 
Tel.01943 880614 Mobile 07950306192 

Email grahamswift86@live.co.uk 

http://www.brookroydgarage.co.uk
mailto:brookroydgarage@btconnect.com
mailto:info@castleytreatments.co.uk
mailto:grahamswift86@live.co.uk
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MW Electrical Services (Yorkshire) Ltd 
Friendly and reliable, family run business 

NICEIC Approved Contractors 

All ASPECTS OF ELECTRICAL WORK CARRIED OUT 

Emergency call outs for any electrical issues.  

Free no obligation quotes. 

Contact Tom on 07789886349 

Email tomwhitley1982@icloud 
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Story, puzzles and colouring - in  
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Word Search  - Candlemas  
Candlemas 
Forty 
Days 
After  
Christmas 
New  
Testament 
Important 
Age 
Baby 
Boy 
First 
Public  
Appearance 
Mary 
Jewish 
Temple  
festival  
presentation  
described  
light  
world  
candles 
lighting 
early 

Sudoku 
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